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Nurturing Students of Character

W

oodgrove Primary School’s mission is ‘Building
Character, Nurturing Hearts and Enriching
Minds’. To achieve this, the school involves
students in programmes that enable them to learn, grow
and contribute positively to school life and the community.
Every student is encouraged to serve the community and
gain leadership experience. The school’s Values in Action
(VIA) Programme offers students opportunities to know
about what is right, care deeply about it and do the right
action.
This year, the lower primary students had the opportunity
to demonstrate care for younger ones through their
involvement in the annual visits by children from various
kindergartens to Woodgrove Primary. Our students
thoughtfully prepared door gifts and manned games stalls
to engage the young visitors. Supporting the President’s
Challenge was an ideal way for our Primary 3 and 4
students to integrate care with creativity. The students
created interesting and novel items for sale such that
a substantial amount of funds could be raised for the
beneficiaries. The rest of the school population showed
their strong support at the sale, rendering the undertaking
a great success.

Visiting Christalite Methodist Home

Similarly, our upper primary students expressed their care
for the community through visits to Christalite Methodist
Home, where they developed greater understanding about
the needs of the elderly residents. These visits provided
the residents an afternoon of youthful company and
enabled our students to deepen their sense of empathy.
Our graduating students put their organisational skills into
good use by running a Charity Bazaar to raise funds for
the Children’s Cancer Foundation. An afternoon spent
clearing litter at Sembawang Beach also taught them the
importance of conservation and social responsibility.
Woodgrove Primary also provides a myriad of other
opportunities for our students to show their care for others
and display sound judgement and responsibility. We are
indeed committed to nurturing students of character.

Social responsibility and conservation in action
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Serving Our Community

T

he Student Council Project Outreach (SCPO) is a teacherinitiated and teacher-run leadership training programme
conducted over 8 sessions. It focuses on student-initiated
projects that will develop skills such as effective communication,
creative thinking, problem-solving and working together as a
team. The projects that the SCPO embarks on help to promote
the students’ understanding of the community needs. Different
teams work with different organisations to create awareness
about these organisations and share the knowledge with our
student population during assembly and recess activities.
Woodgrove’s Rainbow Team collaborated with Rainbow Centre
Singapore, a special school that serves students with special
learning needs. The purpose was to create awareness about this
school. The Senior Manager of Rainbow Centre, Ms Ja’izah Hj
Embek, shared about the Rainbow Centre during the Primary 5
assembly on 20 April 2017. The team learnt from her presentation
and then shared during the Primary 3, 4 and 6 assembly sessions.
They worked on the slides and presented them confidently.
The Rainbow Team brainstormed for meaningful ways of
engaging the student population in sharing joy and kindness
to the special group of children from Rainbow Centre. They
came up with the idea of making friendship bands and getting
our students to write words of encouragement on post-it notes
during recess. When all the notes were collected, the team put
them together to form the picture of a rainbow before framing it
up. The frame and the friendship bands were presented to the
Rainbow Centre Singapore as gifts of kindness from our student
councillors.

Post-it notes with well-wishes by our students presented to
Ms Ja’izah Hj Embek.

Megna, 5D: We hope to lead our schoolmates and encourage
everyone to put in their best effort and learn something new.
Jiashin, 5E: I learnt how to communicate with the organiser
through phone calls and emails.
Wynn Ong, 5E: We can all be leaders in different ways.

Hanan from 5E introducing the Rainbow Centre

Creating friendship bands as encouragement
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Peer Support Leader
Programme
A

s part of the school’s efforts to inculcate a culture of care amongst the student
population, all Primary 1 to Primary 5 class chairpersons and vice-chairpersons
were involved in the Student Peer Support Programme in Semester 2. The
programme aims to build and strengthen the positive network of peers in the school.
Students contribute to the caring and positive peer culture in school when they look
out for one another and provide support to their peers in need. With a peer support
mind-set, students help to create a community of care and support amongst peers.
During the programme, members of the Student Development Team equipped the
Student Peer Supporters with important skills. They were taught ways to identify sources
of social support in their lives, seek help from their friends, be alert to changes in friends’
behaviour and recognise common signs of distress, and give help to their friends.
The Student Peer Supporters who had completed the training session found it to be
meaningful.
Danya Aleysha Binte Affandi, Peer Support Leader, 4E: I learned that as a Peer
Support Leader, I have to be empathetic, caring, helpful and patient towards my
classmates.

Let us support one another

Mdm Nirwani, Teacher Trainer: I found the training session workshop informative and useful. The workshop equipped the
students on how they can support their friends in times of need or crisis.
The students were taught two strategies:
C - Clarifying				

C - Calm them down

R - Reflecting feelings			

H - Hear them out

O - Open questions			

E - Empathise with them

P - Paraphrasing				

E - Encourage seeking help

S - Summarising			

R - Refer to a trusted adult

These strategies empowered students to be caring and supportive individuals.

Anti-Bullying Programme
20 students from Primary 3 and Primary 4 were selected to go through a training session by the Singapore Children’s Society on how
to be an Anti-Bullying Ambassador. Students learnt more about friendship, and the various forms of bullying, and they picked up safe
ways to prevent bullying episodes in school. They also learnt that a victim who is bullied may also turn into a bully. As Anti-Bullying
Ambassadors, their duty is to stand up and to stop any form of bullying.
Apart from that, the ambassadors also learnt to promote a bully-free school through creating posters and information boards for
other students to understand the negative effects of being a bully. They designed games to engage students in activities concerning
anti-bullying.
Nur Aqeela Bte Md Fawzee, Anti-Bullying Ambassador, 4F: Through the training, I have
learnt that bullying is harmful. I also learnt different methods to stop bullying. I had lots of fun in
conducting the games.
Mirefqa Bte Atnin, Anti-Bullying Ambassador, 4F: I learned so much about the types of
bullying and how it can affect others. Through the games that we have designed, we can help
others to understand the harmful effects of bullying. I hope that we can prevent bullying in our
school.

We are Anti-bullying Ambassadors

Welcome to our bully-free game stalls

Poster on Anti-Bullying
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T

Charity Bazaar

he Primary 3 and Primary 4 Charity Bazaar was organised to
ensure our students learn how to show care and concern
for the needy and the less fortunate in Singapore. The
funds collected were donated to the President’s Challenge to
support beneficiaries such as Singapore Red Cross Society and
the Down Syndrome Association.
The students also learnt to be responsible for the activities and
worked in harmony with their fellow classmates to organise and
run the bazaar.
Prior to the bazaar which took place on 19 and 20 July 2017, the
students discussed and worked on the items to be produced
for sale. Each class was given the opportunity to discuss what
to sell and they were given the ownership to tag their prices to
the items. Items were contributed by the students of both levels
but the Primary 3 students took turns to man the booths. The
students sold several types of hand-man items as well as story
books and stationery.
Our Parent Support Group (PSG) showed their support for
the event by running a booth as well. There were a variety of
hand-made handicrafts, accessories, pouches, note books and
other interesting items. The bazaar took place during the four
recesses and our students and staff showed their support by
browsing and buying the items. It was great to see the students
pooling their efforts and resources together to do their best to
raise funds for the needy.
Toh De Rui, Primary 3D: It was quite a fun experience for me.
I had always wanted to volunteer to raise funds for charity. I
learnt that we must always care for the less fortunate.
Danya, Primary 4E: What I learnt from the charity bazaar is to
give everybody a helping hand. I had a tiny booth where I sold
all the customised files I had made. I was very pleased when I
collected a small sum of money to donate. I learnt that even a
small action can make a huge difference.

Excited Primary 3 Entrepreneurs at work

Our dedicated team of parent volunteers
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Cherish Zheng Zhen Xi, Primary 4A: I donated three bags
of books and toys for the bazaar. Then I thought of making
some origami items as I had a lot of origami papers at home.
During the charity bazaar, I saw people buying the things I had
donated, and I felt so happy.
The Primary 6 Charity Bazaar was organised as part of the Post
Primary School Leaving Examination (PSLE) programme. It
served as a platform for students to ‘Pay it Forward’ as funds
were raised for the beneficiaries of Children Cancer Foundation
(CCF). The charity bazaar took place on 2 November and 3
November 2017. Prior to the charity bazaar preparation, a group
of Primary 5 student councillors and a representative from CCF
presented a talk to the Primary 6 students to raise awareness
about cancer. With this knowledge, the students had a better
understanding of the Children Cancer Foundation and the intent
of the activity.
The PSG members also contributed to the charity bazaar with
their involvement in the preparation. They were engaged in
teaching the Primary 6 students craftwork such as iron-on
beading designs, ice cream sticks and felt cloth crafts, crossstitch bookmarks, key chains, photograph frames and albums
and crochet headbands. Each class was also empowered to
produce another 2 class-initiated items on their own.
All the students’ lovely pieces of craftwork were put on sale
during the various recesses. The students took turns to man
the booths in the canteen. Some of them displayed impressive
sales skills as they promoted and sold their items. It was truly
heartening to see them put in their time and effort into the
activity. The charity bazaar was a success! It was indeed an
avenue for the students to contribute meaningfully to society
and to acquire and display the school values – Staunch, Stable,
Steadfast and Successful.

Primary 6 students at their booths

Teachers attracted by the Primary 6 bazaar items

North West Happy
Times Delivery

H

appy Times Delivery involved our Primary 4 Student
Councillors and Primary 5 CCA leaders who carried out
their service learning at the Orange Valley Nursing Home
(Marsiling). This project was funded and supported by North
West CDC.
The objectives of this project were:
1) To cultivate empathy in our students and develop them
into being active contributors in our community.
2) To promote inter-generational understanding and
communication with the elderly.
3) To nurture our students to be good caregivers who are
mindful of the needs of the elderly.
Our Primary 4 and Primary 5 students leaders learnt to interact
with respect and kindness. They engaged the residents in fun
activities such as doing Fan Art and playing board games and
card games. 8 sessions of interesting activities were lined up for
the residents from 13 September to 15 September 2017. The
games were designed by our Primary 5 CCA Leaders who were
the game leaders on that day. The residents and staff of Orange
Valley Nursing Home created sweet memories together with
our students on this final day, enjoying carnival-like games and
taking photographs at a specially set up photo booth.
Preparing activities for the residents

Smiles on happy faces

Mr Oh Qi Rong, Social & Recreational Coordinator(SRC)

Students thinking of suitable craft activities

Our P5 CCA Leaders designing and trying out their games – creative juices at work
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Dance

D

ance has been Woodgrove’s Life-long Learning Programme (LLP) for the past 4 years. All levels and classes participate in
an 8-hour programme every year. Through this programme, the students learn discipline in attending the classes on time,
paying attention to the instructors and working together with their classmates in achieving a deliverable piece at the end
of the dance sessions.
From fundamental movements to traditional routines, students learn the various techniques of dances available and also to
respect and appreciate the rich variety of Singapore’s culture. More importantly, every student has the chance to develop our
school values through dance. They learn to respect one another’s attempts to refine their dance steps and work together as a
team. Support for each other’s efforts can be clearly seen during their practices and performances.
Resilience is built as every student is given the opportunity to showcase their dance during Level Showcase Day, Prize-Giving
Day and to the public as part of the school’s Values-In-Action programme.

Students practising their dance moves in the hall

Students listening attentively during the dance session

Here are the voices of some of our students after
their VIA trip to Lions Home For the Elders:
Abdul Rehan, 4E: I had a lot of fun with my classmates at the Lions Home For the
Elders. I was excited and confident as I had practised my dance routine the day before.
During the dance, I was elated to see smiles on the elderly’s faces rather gloomy
expressions.
We donated a lot of items like cookies and toilet paper. We had a chance to give out
goodie bags and talk to the elderly. They were happy when we danced for them. I hope
more activities for the elderly can be organised.
Vencer Angelica Kate Estacio, 4E: Our class was given an opportunity to perform
a dance that we learned for the residents of the Lions Home. On our way there, we
were all excited. We appreciate the fact that we were able to visit them and relieve their
loneliness.
4E pupils’ show their care and compassion for
the elderly by presenting their goodie bags to the
When we reached the home, we could not wait to perform for the elderly! Everyone of
residents of Lions Home
them had gloomy looks on their faces. We were sure that we would be able to make
them smile. Our dance teacher, Mr Ben, was there too. Before we performed, we had
to practise. Although it was just a review of everything that we had learned, we put a lot of effort into it. We did not want to mess up
for the real performance.
Once it was time for us to perform, we got into our positions. We did our best. As soon as we started, I saw some of them smiling. After
our performance, the international dancers presented their item. After that, we were given some goodie bags to give out to the elderly. We
were also given a chance to interact with them. I really enjoyed my time there. It was a really memorable experience!
Cecilia Zhuang Xili, 4E: We performed a dance routine that we had learnt for six weeks in school. Mr Ben, our instructor, had worked
hard to teach us the amazing dance movements.
Our class also donated items such as toilet paper, towels, canned mushrooms and even toothbrushes. We also gave the elderly
some goodie bags to cheer them up. A lady had a friendly smile when I talked to her. She asked me if I could speak either in English
or Mandarin. I told her I could speak both languages. She started speaking in Mandarin and asked for my age. She told me a joke and
offered me the goodie bag. I am not very used to talking to an elderly, so I felt nervous at first. Our conversation soon became very lively
and I had a whale of a time talking to the lady.
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Water Conservation

O

ne of our Primary 5 SCPO Project Teams, Starstuck
worked with the Public Utilities Board (PUB) and
presented on the topic of ‘Water Conservation”
during Primary 3 and 4 assembly. The presentation included
an educational video on, ‘How to Install a Water Thimble’.
Students learnt how to use the water saving kit. Our student
councillors conducted educational board games to further
promote the message about water conservation at home
with our students.

110% enthusiasm! “Me! Me! I know the answer!”

Together we play. Together we learn

“New version of Snake Ladder. Do you want to try?” asked the Student Councillor

The Green Committee conducted recess activities to demonstrate how to build a Rain Gauge. The students learnt how to use
recycled materials to collect water and learnt the importance of caring for our Earth.
Subsequently, the Primary 5 students went to the Newater Treatment Plant to learn the importance of water conservation and
about how the recycling of water can maximise our limited resources.

Come! Join us for the games and spread the Water Conservation message around.

WOODGROVE PRIMARY SCHOOL 2018 | 7

CCE Daily Clean-up
I

n Woodgrove Primary School, students go through a 3-process Daily Clean-Up routine. They are ‘Morning Clean-Up’ (before
school starts), ‘Keep Canteen Clean’ (during recess) and ‘S.P.O.Tless Classroom’.

Students who arrive early in school to have breakfast in the canteen have to clear up their area before they proceed for morning
assembly at 7.30.
During recess, students will clean the canteen by picking up litter and clearing the tables 5 minutes before recess ends.
Before the day ends, students will clean their classrooms by following the acronym S.P.O.Tless. This is a step-by-step reminder
to the students on what must be done during the clean-up before they head home. The acronym stands for:
S: Sweep the floor and ensure your area is clean.
P: Pack your bags.
O: Organise books/ files/ worksheets neatly.
T: Tables and chairs in neat rows.
Students are reminded to start the S.P.O.Tless Clean-Up when they hear the ‘Keep Singapore Clean’ (KSC) jingle aired through
the Public Announcement (PA) system 5 minutes before dismissal.
The intention of having the 3-process Daily Clean-up is to inculcate in our students responsibility and care for their own space
and for shared spaces. With constant practice in school and at home, students learn pro-social behaviours and cultivate good
life habits.

Doing my part before the day ends

S.P.O.Tless clean-up before dismissal

Shafiqah Binte Shaik Abdul Kadar, Primary 6F: I think the
cleaning up song is very useful to the pupils as they would
clean their classrooms more responsibly. Pupils know what to
do once they hear the song through the PA system.
Amira Fiona, Primary 5C: During recess, everyone plays
a part to throw rubbish in the bin and they also return their
utensils in the basins provided. The class is cleaner especially
at the end of the day once all the pupils have started to clean
before dismissal.
Jonas Toh Zeng, Primary 5C: The Daily Clean-Up is useful
and it helps us to be more independent. We can keep our class
cleaner and it makes us more responsible.
Mrs Siva, Teacher: Daily Clean-Up is good and pupils
really ensure that they keep their classrooms clean. Pupils
automatically know what to do once they hear the music
through the PA system before dismissal.
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